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CRIM 200: Introduction to Criminology

Location: Online via Blackboard
Instructor: Kirsten Piatak, Ph.D. Office Hours: Virtual upon request!
Email: Kpiatak@coker.edu
Office: 405 Science Building
Office Phone: 843-857-4124
Course Description: An introduction to the study of crime focusing on criminological
theory; crime data sources; legal definitions of crime; types of crime, including homicide,
sexual assault, theft, white collar and organized. Basic criminal justice system functions are
covered. This course satisfies a General Education Program behavioral science requirement
for non-criminology majors. Likewise, this class is a pillar course under the Integrity
Pillar; thus, students will explore ethical codes and the importance of responsibility in the
criminal justice system/field of criminology.

Course Objectives: By the culmination of this course, each student is expected to:
● Explain the historical foundation of criminological theory.
● Differentiate between schools of criminological thought.
● Describe the various tools used to measure crime, including the UCR, NIBRS, NCVS,

etc.
● Comprehend the various types of crime, including but not limited to homicide,

sexual victimization, property crime, serial killing, and white-collar crime.
● Develop their writing skills in a series of small discussion question assignments and

the written reflection of a true crime podcast episode.
● Enhance their public speaking skills with one presentation of a criminal current

event.
o To highlight the meaning of integrity, the students will emphasize ethical,

responsible modes of criminal justice response or intervention in their
current event presentation.

● Write one short paper about the criminological theory they feel best explains
criminal motivation. In doing so, they will apply the theory to a real crime and
explain how the criminal justice system would respond to the aforementioned crime
with integrity.

Required text: Walsh, A., & Hemmens, C. (2019). Introduction to criminology: A text/reader,
fourth edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, Inc.
**If included in this course, additional readings will be posted on Blackboard in a
timely fashion.
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Course Assignments
● Current Event (25 points): Throughout the semester, each student will find one

recent criminal event (i.e., within the past year). They will write up a one page,
double-spaced, description of the event with one question for the class. The students
will present their current event once per semester in the form of a video. A sign-up
sheet with dates will be posted early in the semester so that they may reserve the
date of their choosing.

● Podcast Reflection (25 points): Once in the semester, students will listen to a
relevant podcast episode in class and then they will respond to a prompt about the
contents of that episode. More information will follow in a rubric on Blackboard.

● Theory Paper (50 points): After being exposed to numerous theories, each student
must produce a two-paged, double-spaced paper with 12-point font (excluding
Arial), and APA formatting. In this paper, students will describe their favorite theory,
noting its ability to explain criminal events. Additional information will be provided
in the form of a rubric on Blackboard.

● Discussion Questions (25 points each, 100 points total): Before exams, each
student will answer a set of discussion questions to demonstrate their
understanding of the material. Each set of questions will be returned to the student
prior to the exams. These discussion questions will be posted on Blackboard in
advance.

● Examinations (50 points each, 200 points total): A total of four in-class exams
will be administered throughout the semester. Each consists of 25 multiple choice,
10 true/false, and 3 short answer questions. The fourth (final) exam will be
cumulative! Additional information will be provided in class.

Grades

Total Points Possible: 400 points

Percentage Grade
90-100 A
80-89.9 B
70-79.9 C
60-69.9 D
0-59.9 F

*Please note, if extra credit opportunities arise, they will be presented to all students.
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Tentative Course Schedule
**Please note that dates are subject to change at the discretion of the professor.

Date Topic Reading/Assignments Due
Week #1:

Introductions & Syllabus
Section I: Introduction and Overview

Also, Purposes of Punishment (provided
by Dr. Piatak)

Section II: Measuring Crime & Criminal
Behavior

Welcome to class😊
Read the syllabus!

Read the assigned chapters.

Discussion Questions #1 Due

Week #2:
Section III: Victimology

Online Review Session with Dr. Piatak

Class discussion about
Integrity.

Sign Up for Current Events
Read the assigned chapter.

Exam #1: Good luck!
Week #3: Section XI: Violent Crimes

Section XII: Multiple Murder & Terrorism
Read the assigned chapters.

Discussion Questions #2 Due
Week #4: Special Topic: Serial Killers

Section XIII: Property Crime
Online Review Session with Dr. Piatak

Read the assigned chapter.
Podcast Reflection Due

Exam #2: Good luck!
Week #5: Section IV: Early Schools of Criminology

*Emphasis on Select Classical and
Neoclassical Theories

Section V: Social Structure Theories
*Select Theories Highlighted

Read the assigned chapters.
Discussion Questions #3 Due

Class Discussion: Integrity
and Theory? How do they

relate?

Week #6: Section VI: Social Process Theories
Select Psychosocial and Developmental

Theories
Online Review Session with Dr. Piatak

Read the assigned chapters.
Exam #3: Good luck!

Week # 7: Section XIV: Public Order Crime

Section XV: White Collar Crime &
Organized Crime

Read the assigned chapters.
Discussion Questions #4 Due

Theory Paper Due

Week #8: Special Topic: Gangs Exam #4: Good luck!
Culminating Class Discussion

about Integrity and
Criminology/The Criminal

Justice System.
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**Disclaimer: Please note that some of the podcasts contain profanities and controversial
viewpoints. Know that the views expressed in the podcasts do not reflect the views of Coker
University, your instructor, or the Coker community. This is just one form of media that
exposes cases in the criminal justice system.

Class Policies
Attendance: While students do not receive attendance points for this virtual class, students
are required to attend class on a regular basis by checking their Blackboard regularly. It is
imperative that students have secure internet access, check their Coker email and
Blackboard weekly, and submit assignments on time. *Coker University will require
professors to submit attendance early in the semester to ensure that students are actively
participating in class. You can demonstrate attendance by participating in the assignments
online.

Make-Up Policy: There will be no make-up examinations, unless students are faced with an
unforeseeable circumstance, emergency, or other unpreventable event that otherwise
prevents them from taking the exam. They must notify the professor of their circumstances
within 24 hours of the missed exam and they will be required to provide documentation of
their excuse. An alternate examination will be provided to them to ensure fairness to other
students.

Late Papers and Presentations: All students will be asked to turn their papers and
presentations in on the posted due dates (above in the schedule). Late copies will not be
accepted, except in the case of documented emergencies.

Email Etiquette: When writing to your instructor, please be certain to include the class title
and section in the “Subject” line of the email. Address the instructor in a professional
manner as Dr. Piatak or Professor Piatak, without slang terms, and include your name at the
close of your message. Always use your official Coker email address; in order to protect
your privacy, I will not respond to email addresses that are not affiliated with Coker
University.

Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class. For more
information, please view the detailed description of academic dishonesty below. We will
discuss this in class/online via a PowerPoint, so students are fully aware of their
responsibilities. If caught cheating or plagiarizing in this course, students will receive a zero
on their assignment.
“Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, or failing to appropriately cite sources.
Any form of academic dishonesty is wholly incompatible with the Coker College Student
Covenant, the Mission of the College, and generally understood standards of ethical academic
behavior. Additional penalties may result if a student is found responsible for multiple
incidents of academic dishonesty. Procedures and a list of integrity violations are outlined in
detail in the Coker College Student Handbook.” (Coker University 2018-2019 Academic
Catalog, 2018, p. 43).
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Disability Policy: If a student has a physical, sensory, learning, or psychiatry disability that
requires accommodations to the course assignments, deadlines, and examinations, it is
their responsibility to contact Robin Richardson, Director of Learning Support Services, for
assistance with documentation. Once the documentation has been provided to the
instructor, going forward, the instructor will make any and all necessary accommodations
to help students achieve academic success.

Robin L. Richardson: Director of Learning Support Services
LITC 121

Phone: 828-383-8021
Email: rrichardson@coker.edu

Correct Pronouns, Names, and Inclusion: I hope to create a space where students can
bring all aspects of their identities into the classroom in order to fully engage in this course.
I support people of all gender expressions and gender identities and encourage students to
use the name and set of pronouns which best reflect who they are. In this spirit, I welcome
and expect all students to also use the correct name and pronouns of their classmates. I will
do my best to respect and use the language you use to refer to yourself and will encourage
other members of our classroom community to do the same. Please inform me if my
documentation reflects a name or set of pronouns different from what you use, and if you
have any questions or concerns, please contact me after class, by email, or during office
hours.

Title IX and Reporting Sexual Harassment and Discrimination
Coker University values and requires equal access to educational experiences. Coker
University is required to comply with Title IX legislation, which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of sex in education programs and activities. If you feel you have been
discriminated against based on your sex, gender, gender identity/expression, or sexual
orientation, or if you have experienced sexual harassment, misconduct, or violence, we
encourage you to report this to a member of the Coker Community. Sexual harassment is
unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature, including unwelcome sexual advances and requests
for sexual favors. Sexual violence is a form of sexual harassment and includes sexual
assault, dating violence, domestic violence, rape, sexual battery, sexual coercion, and sexual
exploitation. While faculty and staff are happy to listen to your concerns, please be mindful
of how much you wish to disclose since all Coker faculty and staff members are ‘mandatory
reporters.’ This means that if they are made aware of potential discrimination, harassment,
misconduct, or violence that has occurred involving any Coker student, staff, or faculty
member, they are required by law to report it to Coker’s Title IX Officer. This includes
incidents that occur on campus or at an off-campus Coker-sponsored event or activity in
the recent present or in the past. Of course, you may also contact Coker University’s Title IX
Coordinator, Michael Williamson (843-383-8194) directly. If you wish to talk with someone
who is better able to keep your information confidential, please call the MUSC TelePsych
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number  843-792-9907 and press 3) or Coker’s Student Health Services (843-383-8141). At
any time that you fear for your immediate safety, contact Campus Safety (843-383-8140) or
dial 911. 

Title IX Coordinator: Michael Williamson
Student Center, 2nd floor

Email: mwilliamson@coker.edu,
Phone: 843-383-8194.

Welcome to class!

mailto:mwilliamson@coker.edu

